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   Just three months ago, an 

event took place that shook the 

worldé and many peoplesõ 

hearts.  This was more than a 

shift in the plates of land masses 

rubbing next to each other. 

(The stress that was created 

finally let go causing a massive 

movement that resulted in the 

calamity in Haiti.) 

   We got the news from a 

phone call.  I was on the office 

computer and Leslee came in 

and said: òHaiti has just had an 

earthquake!ó  I was in disbelief.  

As we watched the news, the 

horrible truth unfolded before 

our eyes. We òhit the deckó 

and started praying for the 

Haitian people and that God 

would have mercy and relieve 

suffering. It was a bad night for 

all who love the Haitian people. 

   The next morning, amazingly, 

we reached Renaud, our  

Haitian Operations Director.  

He and his family were okay! 

His house, however: òone 

room remainsó. We instructed 

him to take care of his family 

first, try to locate the clinic 

staff, then go to the clinic to 

assess damage.  He would get back 

to us as soon as he could. While 

waiting for word about the staff, 

we opened Google Earth on the 

internet. It revealed that the epi-

center was less than 7 miles from 

Hope Alive! Mariani Clinic. We 

were seeing pictures from Port-au 

Prince of massive destruction, 

which is14 miles from the epicen-

ter (twice as far).  Uh-ohéé... 

   Renaud got back to us by cell 

phone. He had located all of Hope 

Alive staff except our doctor, who 

was later found.  All were okay. 

We praise God for His protection 

and provision. We reached our 

shipper, Jean, in Philadelphia. His 
workers in Haiti live near Mariani. 

We asked to have them visit our 

clinic.   He called back a day later 

and said the building was still 

standing!  Again, we òhit the deckó 

and thanked God.   

   A few days after the earthquake, 

the clinic was up and running.  Our 
staff examined patients outside 

under tarps until the clinic building 

was trusted to be safe. Renaud set 

up the satellite link outside to 

communicate with our Stateside 

office via e-mail. 

Whatõs Inside 

The March 2010 Trip 2 

The April 2010 Trip 2 

Visiting Doctors  3 

Paul Baloche Benefit Concert  3 

Contact Info / Future Trips  

 

4 

  

  

òEverything has changedó... 

 in Haiti  

Responding   Restoring    Resuming 
Sharing the love of Jesus to the Haitian people  

since 1998 through medical care, nutritional  
programs, clean water projects,  & evangelism. 

Hold on... 

Hope is on the way. 

 

   Since last year, we had a medical 

trip planned for March 2010. Dur-

ing the months that led up to the 

quake, we had shipped down about 

thirty boxes, each about the size of 

a small refrigerator. There were 

over five TONS of donated medi-

cal supplies, food, clothes, shoes, 

etc., sitting in the store room of 

the clinic. Renaud was instructed 
to disburse all of the boxes. Hun-

dreds of people at the clinic, sev-

eral tarp cities, and a local orphan-

age received these items. Praise 

God!  Our medical staff treated all 

kinds of injuries, from wounds to 

burns, from broken bones to ma-

jor scrapes. Many of these pictures 

are too intense to share..  We 

thank God that Hope Alive! Clinic 

in Mariani was there at òsuch a 

time as thisó to respond.  We 

thank YOU for making this  

possible!   

     Please pray for us as we seek 

Godõs will in helping Haiti rebuild.  
Now it is time to regroup and 

move on.  Haitians are resilient 

people, and Kris Kapab. (God is 

able!!)  Many came to Christ since 

the earthquake, and your support 

is helping to keep hope alive in 

hearts of the Haitian people. 

Where are all the people?  
   The loss of life is close to three hundred thousand. Several will 

never be accounted for. Those who perished in buildings were carted 

away and buried, along with the rubble. As you will read later in this 

issue, our March team visited an area of Port-au-Prince where we 

drove down street after street of heavily damaged buildings. Several 

were totally flattened, some were partially flattened but leaning at an 

angle that was out of place and grotesque.  Once busy, streets were 

abandoned. Where were all the people? We went by several govern-

ment buildings that are now only identified by what street they were 

on; only rubble remains. 

   In January, if you had visited our web site, you would have seen that we reported  several thousand people were 

on a mass exodus, leaving the city because of lack of security and òthe stench of deathó.  Hope Alive! operates four 

other clinics:  two to the north near St. Marc, and two to the west near Les Cayes. Our staff was able to minister to 

several hundred refugees in these parts. Our St. Marc director, Myriam, was working in that cityõs hospital and has 

treated several wounds and infections.  Where are the rest of the people? It is very sad to report that many are still 

under the rubble of the buildings. 

             Your support has been vital. We thank God for you and your willingness to give and your kind hearts. 

 

Meet Pastor Francois  

Francois Antoine  

is Administrator of Hope Alive! 

Mariani Clinic. He and his wife 

have one child. Pastor Francois 

is one of the pastors of World 

Harvest Church and Orphan-

age, just over the hill from 

Mariani. He is a great guy, a 

strong Christian, and a good 

friend. Francois is Renaudõs 

assistant, and he oversees all 

operations in Mariani.  He is 

respected throughout the area. 

He drives the big school bus we 

rent when we host US teams. 

Pastor Francoisõ home was 

destroyed by the earthquake, 

and he needs your help. 

A once thriving neighborhood in  Port-au Prince 
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   Eleven volunteers arrived in Haiti bringing much needed love and support. Medical 

care, food, clothing and shoes were combined with a new facet of ministry:  mental 

health.  Dr. Terry Lanes, a psychiatrist from Montana, and our daughter, Becky 

Chillemi, a Christian counselor from Florida, were able to perform badly needed 

therapy and counseling sessions for 103 clinic visitors, people at the World Harvest 

Orphanage and tent city, and our staff. Post-traumatic stress syndrome is rampant 

in the area, affecting old and young alike who have all lost relatives and/or friends. 

We pray for God to heal bodies, souls, and minds. 

   Dr. Terry, his daughter, Nurse Heidi, Nurse Gerri Jackson, and Medical Assistant 

Artie Palermo examined and treated about 800 patients.  Mark And Debbie Bar-

rows prayed with all of them 

and led 77 to salvation through 

a new relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  Mark also led devotions 

each morning.  Ellen Beckwold 

filled scripts in the Pharmacy, 

and Michele gave out goodie 

bags of shoes, clothing and food 

and made crafts with kids.  After much prayer, Tony Chellemi, our son-in-law, came up with the idea 

of planting a garden on the roof of our clinic (flat and sunny). He brought donated Moringa Oleifera 

seeds. These trees grow very fast, thrive in hot weather, need little water, and practically every part is 

edible! In a few weeks, they will be transplanted around the clinic and distributed to the staff and 

neighborhood.  To the right, you can see how much theyõd grown by April 29.          

   Each team member enjoyed just loving on the Haitians and has a story of how they went to be a 

blessing, but felt they RECEIVED more of a blessing.  See www.hopealiveclinic.org for pictures and more stories.   

Pictured back row left to right: Gerri Jackson RN, Heidi Efinger RN, Dr. Terry Lanes, Tony Chillemi, Becky Chillemi, Mark Barrows 

Front row left to right: Michele Renfrow, Ellen Beckwold, Leslee Jacobs Artie Palermo, Debbie Barrows. 

 
 
 

   Most of us already had our airline tickets for the March trip when 

the earthquake occurred. This was to be a mission unlike any other. 

Dr. Doug, an ER physician, was accompanied by seven nurses, two 

dentists, several assistants, two clean water technicians, and phar-

macy workers. We split our days between the World Harvest 

Church and Orphanage and our Mariani Clinic.  

   The ride from the airport to the guest house was quite dismal. 

Several buildings were collapsed, and most all had major damage. 

People were waiting in long lines for aid. The tarp cities were a sight 

to behold;  hundreds scattered in any available space, each tent city 

containing hundreds of displaced Haitians.  

   Our mission went extremely well with over 2500 patients seen. 

Our nurses inoculated 1500 for Diphtheria, and Tetanus. We dis-

tributed medicine and food. Dr. Allen and Dr. Ken examined 317 

patients, pulled 177 decayed teeth, and we distributed dental kits of 

toothbrushes and toothpaste. 

   Ed Mayer got the clean water system up and running. This system 

makes the water safe for all to drink. We distributed over 1200 

gallons of water that week alone.  

   We installed the Proclaimer units that play the New Testament 

in Haitian Creole.  The long lines awaiting medical care each day 

heard Bible readings loud and clear. It was an awesome trip.  

   I did an assessment of the cracks in the clinic building, and found 

it is safe to be inside. The crack in the floor has òsolid rockó under-

neath. This is not a structural problem. Praise God it is not serious. We will be injecting an adhesive compound into these fissures.  

   We drove back to the airport through areas in Port-au-Prince that were hit hardest.  We will never forget scenes of pancaked buildings, totally  

destroyed neighborhoods, the Palace and the National Cathedral, abandoned streets and stores. 
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Top left to right:  Martine, Maryse, Willio Nancy, Kathy Ward RN, Jenna Mayer, Lori 

Iwanowski, Ed and Theresa Mayer, Frank and Leslee Jacobs, Ti Willio, Catherine Pierre-
Rosia, Pastor Francois, Chan Park, Renaud, Leon, Cleelia Brown RN, Bottom left to right:  
Linsey Iwanowski RN, Karen Meecham RN, Dr. Ken  Tanen, Dr. Doug Mayer, Marie 

Pierre RN, Pam Miller RN, Dr. Allen Parker, and Marguerite Dorsainvil RN 

www.hopealiveclinic.org 


